MACHRIE MATTERS
Welcome to the first issue of Machrie Matters, a quarterly newsletter for
the Machrie community.

January 2016

The newsletter is produced by Machrie Improvements
a charity whose aim is to benefit the community by:
§ Promoting the regeneration of the area
§ Preserving and enhancing local amenities, and
§ Providing recreational facilities
By community we mean not just those who live or work in Machrie
but also all those, whether resident elsewhere on Arran or visitors
(regular or first timers), who cherish and wish to preserve and enhance
the unique qualities of the area.
The purpose of the newsletter is to further the charity's aims by
keeping its readers abreast of local events and current news and
providing features and a forum for raising concerns and items of
interest. Please help support these aims by providing feedback and
content for future issues to the editor Bruce Patrick at
brucepatrick@blueyonder.co.uk or to any other committee member.

Committee members for Machrie Improvements are:
§
§
§
§
§

Chair:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Lorna Mansfield
John Smith
§ Sandy Robinson
§ Charlie Weir

David Price
840267
Bruce Patrick 840217 (also 0131 558 1837)
Iain McKenzie 07791 02839
840262
840242
840254 (also 0141 570 8001)
840239

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Beach Clean
26 March at 12 noon
AGM & Barbecue
9 July at 7pm
Bonfire Night
5 November at 7pm
COMING IN YOUR
NEXT ISSUE
Fed up with the slowest
broadband on the planet? Find
out what, is being done by
Connect Arran and Machrie
representatives David Price and
Lorna Mansfield to bring
Machrie into the 21st century.
LET'S BE HEARING
FROM YOU
We need to hear from you with
material for future issues;
anything from old photographs,
memories of Machrie and its
people, matters of concern and
suggestions for future community
activities (a car treasure hunt and
a book of the month have already
been suggested).

Reading this on a black and white hard copy? You can have future issues emailed to you in full
glorious colour and thereby cut our costs. Nothing could be easier. Simply email Bruce Patrick
at brucepatrick@blueyonder.co.uk and if you know of others who would appreciate a similar
service tell them to do the same.
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TIMBER!
Last February the community learnt that the Forestry
Commission ("FC") were planning to build a slipway and
timber storage area just north of Weir's garage to facilitate
the extraction of timber from Arran west coast forests and its
export to Troon via a barge-type vessel. Timber would be
transported to the storage area along sections of the Machrie
Moor road and would be stored on the inland side of the road
to Pirnmill.
You can see the sort of operation envisaged by walking a
quarter a mile or so along the path from the North Sannox
Car Park to the Fallen Rocks.
Naturally this proposal raised considerable local concern.
A straw poll of locals showed 44 against and 2 in favour of
the scheme. Objections raised were
§
§
§
§
§

Lack of consultation
Lack of commercial justification
Road safety issues and traffic disruption near the
slipway and on the Machrie Moor road
Concerns as to the impact on tourism and the
environment and
Absence of any job creation.

The matter was raised with Arran Community Council ("ACC") who invited the Commission to make a
presentation at a council meeting, the outcome of which was that a working group was set up to look into
timber extraction for the whole of Arran. The group comprises representatives of ACC and FC and also
Machrie locals, David Price and Lorna Mansfield.
The first meeting was held in June and five meetings have been held to-date. The FC has not convinced the
other members of the financial or environmental case for Machrie due in the absence of hard data to support
their case. David has even calculated, using the limited data provided, that the case is both uneconomic and
more environmentally damaging than the status quo, i.e. exporting timber via Brodick. A number of ideas
for improving transport and reduce export costs have been suggested and are being investigated (including
informing Calmac of the need to cater for unattached log trailers in their design for the new Arran ferry).
The approved minutes of these meetings are available on the ACC website, but the current situation
is that the scheme is on hold for two to three years because of the difficulties facing the FC with
cheaper Eastern European imports resulting from the weakness of the Euro against Sterling.
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