Isle of Arran Community Council
MINUTES OF MEETING
Held at Ormidale Pavilion on 25th February 2014
Those present:
John Inglis (Chair), William Calderwood (Vice Chair), Hazel Gardiner (Secretary), Jim
Henderson (Treasurer), Barbara McNeice, Ricky McMaster, Liz Evans, Colin
McKenzie, John Lamont, Cllr John Bruce
Also present were: PC Jennifer Sneddon (Police Scotland), Gus MacLeod (NAC
Local officer), Patricia Jenkins (Chair of Parent Council), Sharon Gregg, (Acting Head
Teacher of Arran High School) and Jim Nichols (minutes)
14/02/1

Apologies: Brenda Stewart, Alan Stout.

14/02/2
Minutes of meeting – 28th January 2013
A change was made in the Attendees list from Jim Lees to John Lamont.
Cllr John Bruce’s note was included.
The minutes can be viewed at http://www.arrancommunitycouncil.org.uk/records.php
following the meeting.
14/02/3
Police Business
William Calderwood raised the question of a perceived increase of drug use on the island.
PC Jennifer Sneddon explained that the island is not exempt and there have been some
reports of this although there is no heroine on Arran.
14/02/4
Roads
Email re String Road closure. The dates of full road closure are from the 17th of March to the
17th of April and then from the 22nd of April to the 21st of May. There will be 3 convoys a day
with the only exceptions being emergency services.
Gus MacLeod expressed that he was unaware that the 1st responders require use of the
String Road.
William Calderwood added that the school exams start on the 29th of April and asked would
the school bus go through between 7am and 8am or go the coast route.
Gus explained that education have looked at this as the increase in journey time for the
school bus is 20 minutes.
14/02/5
School Curriculum
Patricia Jenkins of the Parent Council spoke of the Curriculum of Excellence. Authority has
been given to the Scottish Local Authorities to decide how many subjects of choice are
offered. Mr Auld had originally proposed 5 subjects for S4 based on the time required for
each course – 160 hours. North Ayrshire are now proposing as an authority that schools
offer between 5 & 7 subjects.
Concern was raised over the perceived inequality with the local authorities being given this
choice and that this may affect parents’ choice of moving to Arran.
The Parent Council does not agree with the choice of 6 subjects in 4th year. Sharon Gregg,
the acting Head Teacher will put out a note to all parents proposing the 6 subject approach.
John Lamont questioned if this may result in Universities ‘cherry picking’ because of the
reduction from 8 subjects to 6.
Patricia Jenkins explained that University students will be judged on the basis of their Higher
grades although the position for college students re less choice needed to be clarified.
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It was then asked if the teachers could teach more than 1 subject. Sharon Gregg explained
that some of the teachers can teach dual subjects but most cannot.
14/02/6
Brodick Improvements
The state of the beach in Brodick was raised.
Harry Davidson advised that Brodick Improvements Committee met last week and explained
that there was a long history that started four years ago.
Two consultants have been appointed by North Ayrshire Council; one reported in 2010, it is
believed that North Ayrshire Council have the second report.
The feeling is that North Ayrshire Council are just protecting the land fill site behind the
beach.
It was not known if they just want to protect the beach, or if they are seeking a more
permanent solution.
Two sheets of notes were circulated (see App1.).
If North Ayrshire Council have no plans for a long term solution, Brodick Improvements
Committee will start fundraising.
Cllr John Bruce explained that North Ayrshire Council do not have responsibility to reinstate
the beach as they do not own it – that would rest with the landowner. North Ayrshire Council
has a responsibility to maintain the old land fill site.
Colin McKenzie added that there is also the issue of flooding.
3.6 meter tides have caused bad flooding, therefor it is no longer a tourist attraction.
William Calderwood explained that there is need for a consolidated report re ownership and
what could be done.
Movement of the sand from one shore to the other has just resulted in the sand being
washed away by the next storm.
The cost of the Brodick seafront walkway was £600,000 and this was raised from a variety of
sources. Something similar for the beach area may cost less.
14/02/7
Matters Arising
14/02/7/1
Community Land Initiative
William Calderwood reported that their latest update indicated they are progressing with their
plans.
14/02/7/2
Short Term Parking: Brodick Pier
Colin McKenzie asked that the Community Council write to CalMac to request provision of
short term parking in former sand plant.
John Lamont also questioned the availability of disabled spaces.
It was agreed that the Secretary will write to CalMac asking if there is anything they might be
able to do to resolve the short term parking.
14/02/7/3
Scottish Power (wind farm)
William Calderwood explain that Scottish Power are having the open day on the 3rd of March
at the Kinloch hotel and asked if the Community Council want ½ hour before public are
admitted to view the papers?
It was agreed that a preview is not required.
14/02/7/4
SSE Resilience Day
A few nominations are still to be received for the SSE sponsored event to promote the needs
and understanding of the structure of local resilience plans.
A few observers will also be attending including from other areas.
No drafts have been returned yet from the village committees visited so far by William
Calderwood and Jim Nichols.
14/02/7/5
String Road
Originally proposed 1.4 kilometres of upgrade is now going to be 800 metres in 2014 with
further upgrade at a future date.
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14/02/8
Correspondence
Leader Funds
William Calderwood encouraged the Community Council members to complete Leader
surveys which had been circulated to all.
14/02/9
Community Councils
Meeting of Community Council’s in North Ayrshire held yesterday with ongoing review.
Review covers:
o Extend period of service to 4 year (from 2 years).
o Reduce age limit from 18 to 16 years of age.
o Introduce code of conduct
o Move to a neighbourhood structure
o CC Boundary issues – some may need to change
o Community engagement networks
14/02/10
Ferry Report
The Arran Community Council points were emailed before the meeting.
See Jim Henderson’s note for other items (App 2.)
Jim Henderson proposed that he contacts Robert Waine (Chair of the Ferry Committee) and
if no reply is received within a week, the Community Council will write direct to CalMac in
future.
John Lamont asked how broad the discussions at the Ferry Committee meetings are. Do
the Ferry Committee discuss a ‘reasonable service for less money’?
Colin McKenzie added that the main problem is at Ardrossan.
William Calderwood explained that there is a strong desire from the community for the Ferry
Committee to look at the service for Arran as a whole, not just the component parts. This
should involve Transport Scotland as the contract owners.
It was noted that CMAL had advised another island group that the Brodick linkspan was
surveyed recently and reported to be “good for another 5 -10 years”.
14/02/11
Arran Community Energy
Business Plan is complete and trustee forms have been sent out. A review of potential
forestry land has been carried out and potential wind and hydro locations are being
identified.
Some interested individuals have been in contact.
14/02/12
A.O.B
Statistics and information about the island.
Agreed to request North Ayrshire Council provide stats for island.
Cllr John Bruce then gave a few points to the committee.
o CMAL are seeking North Ayrshire Council commitment to part funding of Brodick
Pier.
o Arran Area Committee meets Thursday (Ardeer)
o International Burns festival is on the 13th of September and will be held within North
Ayrshire.
14/02/13
Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting will be on the 25th of March at the Ormidale Pavilion.

Appendix 1.

14/02/6

Brodick Improvements
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Appendix 2: 14/02/10

Ferry Report
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